Arts and Sciences Council Meeting Agenda
February 17th, 2025, 3:30-5:00
Cowles 201 Study Room 

I. Approval of December meeting minutes
· Approved

II. Report from Dean
Gesine provided an update on the faculty hires in Qingdao and the admissions work, expressing cautious optimism about the numbers. 

III. Report from Student Representative
Carissa Phan shared her plans for the semester, including a career panel and focus groups.

IV. Report from Council Chair
Meredith reported on the handbook changes which were approved by P&T Committee with comments and suggested changes applied.  Also, program change proposals received generally favorable feedback from A&S Cabinet.

V. Report from Committee Chairs
· Academic integrity committee—Nate was not there at the time to provide a report. 
· Technology committee—Dian and committee are reviewing feedback from their survey about AI
· Diversity committee—Due to scheduling issues, the Diversity Committee wasn’t able to find time to meet this month, but Meaghan worked with Jill and the P&T Committee to make their suggested changes to the Hidden & Identity-based labor-related changes to the handbook being voted on today. 
· Curriculum committee

VI. Curriculum change proposals
· MATH/CS: New Course Proposal AI 201—Approved
The committee discussed the AI 210 course, with a decision made to exclude seniors from the graduate-level course.

· ENG: New Course Proposal ENG 110—Approved
The English 110 course proposal was also discussed, with no concerns raised. Gesine suggested that new course proposals should only be approved if something else is taken off the curriculum, to streamline and review the curriculum.

· ANTH/SOC: ANTH 049--Approved
Daria discussed the submission of a course for the engaged citizen AI and its potential to integrate with other departments. Gesine emphasized the need for new courses to fit into existing programs and reduce enrollment pressures. Amari suggested the course could satisfy equity and inclusion requirements.

· ART: New Course Proposals ART 120, ART 121—Approved
Jill highlighted the need for these courses to be integrated into the broader curriculum, particularly in the women's and gender studies program. The team agreed to communicate with Sasha, the new faculty member, about the approval process for her courses.

· CHEM: Course Removal CHEM 161; Course Change Proposal CHEM 155, CHEM 165, CHEM 166, CHEM 180, CHEM 182; New Course Proposals CHEM 191, CHEM 192--Approved
The council voted unanimously to approve all chemistry course changes, with one abstention on some items.

VII. Program change proposals: 
· Political Science --Approved
Kieran Williams presents a proposal for the political science program, which involves replacing the senior seminar requirement with an additional upper-level elective, similar to a previous change in the international relations major. The overall credit hours for the major remain the same. Cabinet has no concerns about the proposal, and council members do not raise any immediate questions or concerns. Jill and Kieran discussed the department's plans for the senior seminar and the need for alternative assessment methods.

· Creative Writing Major/Minor--Approved
Jeff Karnicky shared details about the proposed changes to the Creative Writing major and minor, aiming to attract more students and align it with the revised English major, and allowing students to complete a major in English and a minor in Creative Writing, something that was requested by students. The Council approved the program change proposal. It was suggested that someone provide Jeff with the Council feedback that hat he should provide additional clarification about the Creative Writing classes and the rationale for the “Creative Writing” name (search engines) before he submits the proposal to the Provost for review.

· ANSO --Approved
Daria provided an overview of the reorganization of the anthropology and sociology majors, emphasizing the global perspective, and the streamlining of courses.  All of the ANSO program changes were approved.  Daria will update the Anthropology and Sociology program documents to reflect the change from “Track” to “Concentration” terminology. 
· SOC 
· SOC-Crime 
· SOC-Social Services

VIII. Discussion and (tentative) voting on proposed handbook changes
· Minor Changes  -Approved
· Hidden & identity-based labor-related changes -Approved
· Other substantial changes -Tabled for March
IX. Next Meeting March 24th
X.  Adjournment 


